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(Purpose: To include in the definition of
‘‘out-of-State municipal waste’’ waste that
is generated outside the United States)
Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, on be-

half of Senator LEVIN and Senator
ABRAHAM, I send an amendment to the
desk and ask for its immediate consid-
eration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr.

CHAFEE], for Mr. LEVIN, for himself, and Mr.
ABRAHAM, proposes an amendment numbered
1070.

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
On page 49, strike lines 1 through 8 and in-

sert:
(3) The term ‘‘out-of-State municipal solid

waste’’ means, with respect to any State,
municipal solid waste generated outside of
the State. Unless the President determines it
is inconsistent with the North American
Free Trade Agreement and the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the term
shall include municipal solid waste gen-
erated outside of the United States. Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, genera-
tors of municipal solid waste outside the
United States shall possess no greater right
of access to disposal facilities in a State
than United States generators of municipal
solid waste outside of that State.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, our side
has reviewed this amendment and we
find it acceptable.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the amendment? If
not, the question is on agreeing to the
amendment.

The amendment (No. 1070) was agreed
to.

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote by which the
amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BAUCUS. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 1071

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I send
an amendment to the desk and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr.

CHAFEE], for Mr. WARNER, proposes an
amendment numbered 1071.

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
On page 65, line 6, insert ‘‘or related land-

fill reclamation’’ after ‘‘services.’’

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, we have
reviewed this amendment, as well, and
also urge its adoption.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the amendment? If
not, the question is on agreeing to the
amendment.

The amendment (No. 1071) was agreed
to.

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote by which the
amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BAUCUS. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. CHAFEE. I thank the Senator
from Massachusetts. If he wants to pro-
ceed, this is a good time to do it.

f

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to proceed as if in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAIG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

f

THE BUDGET RESOLUTION

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, last
night the Budget Committee, in the
wee hours, passed the budget resolu-
tion for the U.S. Senate on which we
will shortly go to work. There are
many, many questionable choices with-
in that resolution. There will be a
time, a very fixed time obviously, a
minimum number of hours that we
have to debate it here on the floor,
with a finality for that debate, and it is
predetermined. But I would like to just
talk for a moment, if I can, about a
couple of aspects of that budget as we
frame the debate about where we are
going in this country.

First, I would like to call the atten-
tion of my colleagues to one provision
that is in this budget that this Senator
finds profoundly disturbing, and that I
hope other colleagues will think hard
about before we ratify it in the course
of the budget process.

A lot of things are being proposed in
America today under the banner of def-
icit reduction. I think there is a una-
nimity here that we obviously have to
reduce the deficit. We are going to be
bankrupt if we do not. We cannot con-
tinue down the road that we are going
on. But there also ought to be an appli-
cation of common sense to the choices
that we make as we do that. Reducing
the deficit does not predicate that we
simply come in with a machete or a
pickax and chop away at things that
make sense, while simultaneously leav-
ing out there the things that do not
make sense.

One of the items that has fallen
under the budget committee’s ideologi-
cal approach to this issue is the Presi-
dential campaign fund. For whatever
reasons—I can give you the descrip-
tions that are given, but I think the
agenda is considerably different—the
committee has chosen to eliminate the
mechanism by which Americans for the
years since Watergate have funded
Presidential elections. That method is
to have a checkoff on your tax form
with which you decide to give money
to the Presidential election fund. It is
a voluntary mechanism in America.

But it has been a most important
mechanism by which we have freed
Presidential politics from the demean-
ing process of requiring our candidates
to raise hundreds of millions of dollars
from special interests all across this
country.

It has worked, Mr. President. The
system has worked. President Ronald
Reagan used it. President George Bush
used it. I believe President Bush in the
course of his career as a Vice President
and as a President, used something in
the order of $200 million in order to run
for the highest Federal office in this
land.

The majority leader, ROBERT DOLE,
has used it in the past. Other Presi-
dential candidates in this Senate have
used it, Republican and Democrat
alike. No one has suggested that sys-
tem is wrong, corrupt, not working, or
not freeing the Presidential process
from the rather terrifying money chase
that we in the U.S. Senate have to go
through. Yet, this Budget Committee,
in an effort to try to whack away at
the deficit, is going to do away with
this campaign financing mechanism.

Mr. President, for the life of me I
don’t understand why—but I under-
stand the argument that will be made.
The argument will be the soft, easy,
political sloganeering arguments that,
‘‘Gee, politicians should not be getting
welfare.’’ It sounds really catchy. And
the American taxpayer should not nec-
essarily be paying. That is the argu-
ment you are going to hear. But I will
bet you that four members of the Re-
publican caucus who are running for
President are prepared, in a matter of
weeks, to ask for that money and will
take it and will use it.

Now, it seems to me, Mr. President,
if we cannot remember the lessons of
Watergate and remember the degree to
which this country felt a revulsion at
what happened during that period of
time, when stacks of cash and enor-
mous sums of money were changing
hands in an effort to try to curry favor
and votes in America, if we do not re-
member that lesson, then we have not
learned much about what was wrong
with American politics in the course of
the last years.

So I hope that before we just accept
what the Budget Committee has done,
Members will think hard about what is
really good for this country in the con-
text of political campaign finance re-
form. This Senate has twice passed
campaign finance reform in the last
years. We passed it in 1992, and the
House passed it, but President Bush ve-
toed it. We then passed it again in 1994,
but it died mostly because the House of
Representatives did not want to take it
up.

The bottom line, I think all col-
leagues will agree, is that we saw a pe-
riod of scandal in America that
brought reform, and it would be irra-
tional now in the face of the extraor-
dinary impact of money in American
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